Embryonic genes in cancer.
Over the past several years, great strides have been made in our understanding of the mechanisms and functions of many signalling pathways involved in both development and oncogenesis. It is now clear that some proteins/genes essential for cell differentiation can also provide signals for growth control, suggesting that these genes may be mutated in tumours; this knowledge can help further the search for new targets for chemotherapy. However, many questions about how dysregulation of signalling pathways leads to neoplasia are still unanswered. With the dramatic increase in the number of researchers examining those questions, answers will not be far away.